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of State's despatches, and went over them, clause by clause, in the Cabinet. In his own department Palmerston made at home and abroad the appointments he desired. Grey, however, took care that the diplomatic service was largely recruited from his own personal connections or intimates.
The Belgian treaty was signed by Palmerston and Talleyrand on 22nd October 1832. Meanwhile, among other affairs engaging the Foreign Office were those of the Peninsula. In the July of 1831, Portuguese outrages on a French subject had brought French men-of-war to the Tagus. A little later an Englishman became the victim of like treatment. In 1832 a British squadron appeared in Portuguese waters. To pass over the intervening incidents, the work of English diplomacy in Portugal and Spain was to secure constitutional government for both countries. Even under Grey, the tendency of Palmerston's intervention was systematically to be upon a less conditional scale than had been that of his declared master Canning. Portugal, which in 1832 engaged Palmerston, also affords the best illustration of the principles on which Canning's intervention was based. The English alliance with Portugal elated from 1793. Canning tightened it by fresh political and commercial links. He only fulfilled a legal liability in coming* to its rescue. Palmerston, whenever he intervened, did so to prevent any single Power from dominating Europe; he thus needed no pressure of pre-existing compact to appear as the champion of constitutional liberties. Palmerston, it has been already said, was less completely his own master at
the Foreign Office under Grey than under Melbourne.
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